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Synopsis

One of the keys to enjoying an in-depth and rewarding experience of reading the Bible is
recapturing the ancient world--its cultures, customs, and histories. With this innovative guide,
readers can enrich their study with fascinating insights into the Bible and the world in which it was
written.The Baker lllustrated Bible Handbook offers the most up-to-date evangelical biblical
scholarship in a format that is readable and easy to understand. This book-by-book guide brings the
Bible to life with more than 1,100 full-color pages packed with illustrations, maps, and photos, and
112 in-depth articles on a wide range of topics important to students of the Bible. Readers will
discover how each part of the Bible fits into and informs every other part, giving them a cohesive
understanding of God’s Word.No reference collection will be complete without this incredible new
handbook to the Bible.
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Customer Reviews

Bring the Bible to LifeOne of the keys to grasping God’s Word is understanding how the message of
each book fits into God’s unfolding plan. This innovative, fully illustrated handbook will enrich your
Bible reading with fascinating insights into the Scriptures and the world in which they were
written.The Baker lllustrated Bible Handbook offers the most up-to-date evangelical biblical
scholarship in a format that is colorful, informative, and easy to understand. This book-by-book
guide brings the Bible to life with more than1,100 full-color pages500 color photos and
illustrations80 maps and charts100 articles by leading evangelical scholars You will discover how

each part of the Bible reveals God’s overarching purposes, giving you a clearer understanding of



God’s Word from Genesis to Revelation. And you'll learn how to more effectively interpret the Bible
and apply it to your life. J. Daniel Hays (PhD, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary) is dean
of the Pruet School of Christian Studies and professor of biblical studies at Ouachita Baptist
University, Arkadelphia, Arkansas. He is the author or coauthor of many articles and books,
including Grasping God’s Word, From Every People and Nation, and The Message of the Prophets.
J. Scott Duvall (PhD, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary) is chair of the Department of
Biblical Studies and J. C. and Mae Fuller Professor of Biblical Studies at Ouachita Baptist
University. He is also co-pastor at Fellowship Church, Arkadelphia, Arkansas. He is the author or

coauthor of many articles and books, including Grasping God’s Word and Experiencing God’s Story.

J. Daniel Hays (PhD, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary) is dean of the Pruet School of
Christian Studies and professor of biblical studies at Ouachita Baptist University, Arkadelphia,
Arkansas. He is the author or coauthor of many articles and books, including Grasping God’s Word,
From Every People and Nation, and The Message of the Prophets.J. Scott Duvall (PhD,
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary) is chair of the Department of Biblical Studies and J. C.
and Mae Fuller Chair of Biblical Studies at Ouachita Baptist University. He is the author or coauthor

of many articles and books, including Grasping God’s Word and Journey into God’s Word.

Wow! This book is amazing! Currently I'm attending a Bible school and doing a survey class in the
Old Testament, and this book has been a tremendous help. It does a great job summarizing and
explaining every book of the Bible, giving a good overview of the setting, main themes, outline,
points of interest, relevant articles, application, and key verse, while consistently supplying
wonderful illustrations. Keeping the big picture in mind through each book of the Bible, and for each
section in the books, has been most helpful, as everything is consistently explained very clearly and
concisely. The cover, arrangement of the text, pictures, and the gloss of the pages is
outstanding.This book should not be viewed as highly scholarly, as it does not delve deeply into
technical details of authorship, historical background, textual issues, etc. But | would say that this
would be a great companion textbook to any introductory survey through either Testament.This is a
welcome addition to my library, and | would recommend it to anyone looking for a resource or study

aid made at this level.

Very Good resource for students and those interested in delving deeper into Bible Study. Well

written, great photographs and enhancing information. It will hold a prominent place in my study



area.

Very useful book for anyone wanting to dig deeper into the cultures of the Biblical authors. Lot’s of
beautiful pictures from to take the reader out of their living room and into the world of the Bible. The
many articles in the handbook are fabulous tools as well. Especially nice were the larger articles in
the back of the handbook dealing with textual criticism and various other topics.The only complaint |
would have is the pictures in the bulk of the handbook are not tied into the surrounding text in any
meaningful fashion. They’re always placed relevant to the chapter or book, but very often not

addressed, though they may be critical to understanding the cultural phenomena.

The book is good with no complaint. I'm just curious why there is a blue line drawn by a sharpie
marker on the lower ridge. It's not printed. I'm sure it's drawn by hand. | also bought Baker’s Bible
Dictionary and Baker’s Bible Commentary. There is always such a line hand drawn by a blue
sharpie marker on the lower ridge of the book. | bought all these three Baker’s books from three

different sellers on .

In addition to explaining the historical context of each book of the Bible this book walks you through
each book of the Bible, explaining concepts and giving information on historical events and other
things happening at the time. | saw this book in a Bible bookstore for $50.00 dollars and would have
paid that for it! | got it for much cheaper on which just made it all the more impressive seeing how |
believe it is very worth the higher price. If you are looking for a text that can help you navigate what
can sometimes be hard to understand concepts and biblical books then this book is for you. | highly

recommend it. It truly is an essential Bible handbook!

| have been trying to increase my knowledge of the bible. To that end, last year, | devoted part of
each morning to reading a set amount of chapters, and | managed to get through the entire bible
within a year. However, my understanding of many books is still lacking. My Sunday school teacher
recommended this book, and I'm really glad that | got it. The authors put each bible book into
historical perspective. Also, they break down each book into sections, summarizing the focus of
each section. It makes it so much easier to understand (especially some of the Old Testament
prophets---e.g., Ezekial). Overall, | would recommend this book to those who are trying to gain more

knowledge of the bible.



This is a great resource to have which rounds out the Baker series on helps for the Bible. The Bible
dictionary, encyclopedia, and this should be a must for those wanting to go deeper in their studies.

Just something to note....if you have a study Bible with notes some of any Handbook will overlap.

Great content and value. However, the table of contents has no links, so it is hard to find chapters
you want to go directly to. But you can use the search key and type in, for example, Exodus and see
a few entries and find the beginning of the chapter this way. Not too bad but chapter links would
have been much easier.======================2 months later.....| just noticed that they have
upgraded the book, and now all the table of contents and links work. | use it on my android phone.
Good going. No reason now to hesitate buying.
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